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Wednesday

2nd

February 7, 2018
Schedule At-A-Glance

Registration
Register by January 26, 2018

7:30-8:30am

Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30-8:45am

Opening/Introductions/IPT Overview

8:45-10:00am

State and Local Tax Developments/ Recent Case Law

10:00-11:15am

Hot Topics for the Energy Industry (Oil & Gas)

11:15am12:15pm

Lunch

12:15-1:15pm

Texas Outlook on the Economy and Tax Policy

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
1:15-2:15pm

Integrating Incentives into Business Decisions:
Unique Considerations for the Energy Sector
Fuels/Excise Tax

2:15-2:30pm

Break

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Oil & Gas – Property Tax Trends & Issues
2:30-3:30pm

Sales Tax Audit Skit: Best Practices for
Handling an Audit
Current Trends in Indirect Tax Automation

3:30-4:30pm

Energy Outlook: Oil and Gas Makes
the Tax World Go Round

4:30-4:45pm

Closing Remarks/IPT Trivia
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Registration Procedure
This program is designed to introduce SALT professionals to IPT educational
programs. Registration is open to individuals eligible to be IPT members and, on a
space available basis, to existing members. Space is limited, so early registration
is encouraged.
Seminar fee: $75.00 per person
Parking costs, if applicable, are not included in registration fee.
Non-member attendees who join IPT within 30 days of the Seminar will receive a
$100 discount on membership dues for the first year of membership. (Applies to
new consultants and non-tiered corporate members).
All registrations are to be handled in ADVANCE through the IPT office and must be
accompanied by full payment. There will be no on-site registration. Full refunds
will be made upon written notification of cancellations received by January 26,
2018. No refunds will be made after January 26, 2018. Confirmation of acceptance
will be sent via email. Should you have any questions, please call the IPT office:
404-240-2300.
Complete your registration form as soon as possible.
Click here for registration form or register online.
All fees must be in U.S. funds. The following credit cards may be used: American
Express, VISA and MasterCard. In order for credit cards to be processed, it is
important that the information requested on the registration form be filled out
completely. If the address on your registration form differs from the billing address
for your credit card, you must provide IPT with the credit card billing address.
Please make check payable to: Institute for Professionals in Taxation
Mail to: Institute for Professionals in Taxation®
600 Northpark Town Center
1200 Abernathy Rd., Suite L-2
Atlanta, GA, 30328
Phone: (404) 240-2300
Fax: (404) 240-2315
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2

nd

Wednesday

February 7, 2018

AGENDA
7:30-8:30am
Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:30-8:45am
Opening/Introductions/IPT Overview
Committee Chair:
Carolyn M. Shantz, CMI, CPA
Tax Principal
Merit Advisors, LLC
Houston, TX
8:45-10:00am
State and Local Tax Developments/Recent Case Law
The session focus is on state tax developments in relation to the energy
industry in the gulf states and the southwest.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
•

Identify significant court decisions and pending litigation,
and discuss the legal and factual issues involved

•

Discuss new state tax laws and proposed legislation, and
assess their application to the attendee’s business and tax
responsibilities

•

Describe and evaluate recent policy and administrative developments within state taxing agencies

Speakers:
Jesse R. Adams, III, Esq.
Partner
Jones Walker LLP
New Orleans, LA
Eric Hagenswold, Esq.
Partner
Scott Douglass & McConnico LLP
Austin, TX
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10:00-11:15am
Hot Topics for the Energy Industry (Oil & Gas)
This session will include an overview of hot topics/issues that are relevant
in the oil and gas industry and will focus on various jurisdictions such as,
but not limited to, the following: Louisiana, North Dakota, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming. This session will then
focus on what actions internal state and local tax professionals can take to
add value to their company with respect to many of these issues.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Recognize the hot topics in various jurisdictions
related to the energy industry

Speakers:
Douglas B. Esmond, CMI, CPA
Sales and Use Tax Manager
EOG Resources, Inc.
Houston, TX
Gina M. Pizzo, CMI
Managing Director
Alvarez & Marsal Taxand, LLC
Houston, TX

11:15am-12:15pm
LUNCH
12:15-1:15pm
Texas Outlook on the Economy and Tax Policy
Guest Speaker:
Glenn Hegar, Esq.
Comptroller
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
Houston, TX
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1:15-2:15pm

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Integrating Incentives into Business Decisions:
Unique Considerations for the Energy Sector
The session will focus on the different types of incentives and what business activities to look for when identifying an opportunity for a business incentive. This
session will go through the typical process and how to work best with all parties
involved in the process. Given the decentralized nature of energy companies, the
session will provide some suggestions for how to work best in a decentralized
organization.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Recognize the types of incentives and credits used most often
in the U.S.
• Discuss key business triggers for incentives programs
• Identify major milestones for incentives compliance requirements generally
• Discuss best practices for a coordinated and holistic incentives
process within a decentralized organization
• Recognize how to effectively obtain information and buy in
from parties within your organization for incentives
• Determine occasions that a business might choose to work
with a consultant on incentives and when a business might
choose to pursue opportunities in-house
Speakers:

Fuels/Excise Tax
This session will cover specific taxation requirements and reporting requirements
for fuels. Volumetric vs. value taxes, product location, taxable products, points of
taxation, responsible parties and reporting requirements all will be covered.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Define volumetric vs. value taxes and their applicability
• Recognize fuel movements including rack, pipeline,
in-tank transfers and vessels
• Determine which products are taxable and their naming
conventions
• Recognize the points of taxation and the applicable
taxpayer
• Determine reporting requirements and details
Speakers:
Oscar L. Garza, Esq.
Principal Owner
Oscar L. Garza & Associates, P.C.
Houston, TX
Jason Vernon
Senior Excise Tax Manager
Buckeye Partners L. P.
Houston, TX
2:15-2:30pm
BREAK

Eddie Tantoco
Director of Business & Tax Incentives
Sysco Corporation
Houston, TX
Melissa Theilig, CPA
Senior Manager
Ernst & Young LLP
Houston, TX
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2:30-3:30pm

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Oil & Gas – Property Tax Trends & Issues
This session will include an overview of all the latest rules and legislation
related to oil & gas industry property taxes. Additionally, there will be discussion of
the issues that will impact property tax liability in the most active operational areas
for 2018. This session will then focus on what actions property tax professionals
can take to add value to their company / clients with respect to many of these
issues.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Recognize the latest rules and legislation related to oil & gas
property taxes
• Discuss the latest issues that will impact 2018 property
tax liability
• Develop a plan to prepare for the coming changes and issues
Speakers:
Daron Fredrickson, SPTC
Partner
Merit Advisors, LLC
Gainesville, TX
Drew Harrold
Manager - Property Tax
Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Oklahoma City, OK
Sales Tax Audit Skit: Best Practices for Handling an Audit
This session will include a simulation of various situations that arise during an
audit. We will use skits to simulate common scenarios that taxpayers struggle
with, and will use these skits as a basis to discuss best practices for handling these
situations.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Apply best practices for handling various situations that may arise
during an audit from the following perspectives:
A.
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Taxpayer

B.
C.

Consultant
Auditor

Speakers:
John Gibboney, CMI
Tax Manager - Houston Multistate Tax Practice
Deloitte Tax LLP
Houston, TX
Jeffrey Meadows, CMI
Senior Manager - Indirect Taxes
CVR Energy
Sugar Land, TX
Terri Tiedemann
Vice President of Tax
Kinder Morgan
Houston, TX
Current Trends in Indirect Tax Automation
This session will include an overview of the latest indirect tax automation
developments for the oil & gas industry as well as briefly explore the latest digital
labor and data analytics solution trends. Additionally, there will be discussion of
the issues tax personnel face when working with IT implementers. This session
will then focus on the financial benefits tax professionals can take to add value to
their company / clients with respect to indirect tax automation.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Identify Indirect Tax automation products being
developed for the Oil & Gas industry
• Discuss the logistics of implementing a tax automated
product
• Develop a plan to prepare for the coming changes and
issues
• Recognize the current technology trends involving digital labor and
data analytics solutions
• Construct an effort level/benefits realized comparative
analysis between cutting edge technology versus existing small scale
platform solutions
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2nd
Further Information
Speakers:
Robert D. Kleppel, CMI, CPA
Partner - State and Local Tax
KPMG LLP
Houston, TX
Kyle Meredith, CMI, MBA
Senior Manager, Transaction Tax Systems
KPMG LLP
San Antonio, TX
Lennie Siscoe
Oil & Gas Manager, Tax Research and Content
Thomson Reuters
Houston, TX
3:30-4:30pm
Energy Outlook: Oil and Gas Makes the Tax World Go Round
The fiscal health of Texas rises and falls with the oil and gas industry. The stronger
the state’s fiscal condition, the broader the targets of state and local tax reform—be
it franchise tax, sales tax, or local property tax. Past tax reform efforts have been
aided by drawing from surplus state revenues—typically accrued during times of
oil and gas prosperity. This session will review those recent state tax reform efforts
and assess the prospect of future reform given a more modest outlook for the oil
and gas industry.
Learning Objectives:
At the end of this session, the learner will be able to:
• Explain how oil and gas prices impact state revenues
• Identify how the state’s fiscal health impacts the state tax policy debate
• Recognize driving factors and the outlook for the oil and gas industry
• Assess the prospects for state and local tax reform efforts in the 2019
Legislature
Speaker:
Dale Craymer
President
Texas Taxpayers and Research Association
Austin, TX
4:30-4:45pm
Closing Remarks/IPT Trivia
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Seminar Materials

Approximately a week prior to the
program, materials will be available
online for access by program
attendees. Click the sign-in button
on the upper right-hand corner of
the home page and log in with your
Username (ID#) and password; it will
take you back to the home page. Click
on your name in the top right-hand
corner of the home page, then click the
“My Participation” tab on your account
page where you will see meetings for
which you are currently registered.
Find Energy SALT Seminar and go to
the “Click Here” link on the right under
Program Info to view and print available
materials.

Hotels & Accommodations

The Seminar is being held at the
CenterPoint Energy Tower Auditorium,
1111 Louisiana Street, Houston, Texas,
77002. While no hotel arrangements
have been made for this Seminar, we
have provided, below, two possible
options near the CenterPoint Energy
Tower Auditorium. Please contact hotels
for any special rates and services.
Some hotels may provide shuttle
service to area businesses. There may
be others that are more preferable
to your travel plans. There are several

Call Hotel Reservations at your preferred
hotel, to check on rooms available to
make hotel reservations. Please check
with hotel regarding their guarantee and
cancellation policies.

•

•

Hyatt Regency Houston

1200 Louisiana Street
Houston, TX 77002
(713) 654-1234
https://houston.regency.hyatt.com/
en/hotel/home.html?src=prop_
HOURH_hr_nplk_Tripadvisor_contactlink_082317

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel
Houston Downtown

400 Dallas Street
Houston, TX 77002
(713) 759-0202
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-houston-downtown-HOUDBDT/
index.html

Parking

Parking will be available at the Hyatt
Regency Garage Parking, 611 Clay
Street, Houston, Texas 77002. Visitor
parking is available on levels 2, 3 and 4.

hotels in the vicinity, which may be your
brand preference or offer you corporate
rates. Reservations should be made in
a timely manner with the hotel of your
choice by contacting the hotel directly.
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Further Information
Consent to Use of
Photographic Images

Photos will be taken at this event and
may be published in IPT publications,
multimedia presentations, website,
LinkedIn and Facebook pages, and
other IPT related social media sites.
Registration and attendance at, or
participation in IPT meetings or other
activities constitutes agreement by the
registrant/speaker/attendee to IPT’s
use and distribution of the registrant’s,
speaker’s, or attendee’s image or voice
in photographs, videotapes, electronic
reproductions, and tapes of such
events and activities. Tape recording of
sessions is not permitted.

Continuing Education Credit

Approximately 7.8 CPE credits are
available for full attendance Wednesday. Each attendee will be able to
obtain a copy of his or her scanned
attendance (Certificate of Attendance)
through the IPT website on the “My Participation” tab approximately two weeks
after the end of the program.

As required by regulatory agencies,
IPT must verify individual attendance
at sessions in order to grant Continuing Education Credits. Each attendee’s
name badge has a unique barcode that
identifies that individual. In order to
obtain CE credit, each individual must
scan his or her bar-coded badge during
the first 15 minutes of each session.
No credit for the session will be given
to un-scanned attendees. A lost name
badge should be reported immediately,
or at the break, to the registration desk
in order to obtain a replacement. IPT
has filed for CLE in the state of Texas.

About IPT
The Institute, founded in 1976, is a 501(c)(3) not for profit educational
association serving over 4000 members who represent approximately 1400 businesses throughout the United States and Canada. It is the only professional organization that educates, certifies and establishes strict codes of conduct for state,
local, income, property, sales and use tax, VAT, and credits and incentives
professionals who represent taxpayers (government officials or organizations do
not qualify for membership).

CMIs/CCIPs will receive hour-for-hour
continuing education credits for actual
session attendance based upon scanning.
Recommended Field of Study
Taxes
Prerequisites
Previous Tax
Experience Recommended
Program Level
Update
Instructional Method
Group Live
Advance Preparation Required
None
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2nd

2nd
Sponsors

Committee
Chair
Carolyn M. Shantz, CMI, CPA
Tax Principal
Merit Advisors, LLC
Houston, TX

Members
Kathryn Lyn Cabanillas, CMI
Senior Manager Indirect Tax
Herc Rentals Inc.
Bonita Springs, FL

Natalie Peeples
Manager, Indirect Tax
University of Phoenix
Phoenix, AZ

James Brian Culvey, CPA
Managing Director
KPMG LLP
Houston, TX

Dorothy G. Pearson, CMI, CPA
Senior Director - Operational Taxes
Targa Resources Inc.
Houston, TX

Gina M. Pizzo, CMI
Managing Director
Alvarez & Marsal Taxand, LLC
Houston, TX

Centerpoint Liason

The generosity of our sponsors allow us to deliver industry-recognized,
top-level educational programming and IPT’s Board of Governors and members thank all of the sponsors for this program. If you are interested in learning
more about how to become a sponsor, visit the following link from our website:
Sponsorship Opportunities.
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Justin J. Hyland
Director, Indirect Tax
CenterPoint Energy Inc
Houston, TX

15

Institute for Professionals in Taxation®

2nd

600 Northpark Town Center, 1200 Abernathy Rd., Suite L-2
Atlanta, GA 30328-1040
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